
MINUTES OF BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING   
Homewood-Flossmoor High School, 999 Kedzie Avenue, Flossmoor, Illinois  
October 18, 2022 
 
Mr. Pauling called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. The following Board members were present for all or part of the 
meeting: 
 
Mr. Anderson  
Ms. Berman  
Mrs. Hoereth 
Mr. Pauling   
 
Mr. Legardy attended via telephone audio conference. Ms. Jackson and Mrs. Turnquest were absent. 
 
The presence of a quorum was noted and the meeting declared duly convened. Superintendent Wakeley, Principal 
Alexander, Human Resources Director Bryant, Chief School Business Official Cook, Communications and 
Community Engagement Director Erdey, Curriculum, Instruction & Professional Development Director Hester and 
Director of Operations and Maintenance Director Patterson were also in attendance. 
 
Representatives of the Homewood-Flossmoor Chronicle and League of Women Voters were present, as well as, 
members of the public. 
 
Mr. Pauling noted that Ms. Jackson was not in attendance due to a work commitment and Mrs. Turnquest had a 
family commitment this evening.  
 
Comments. Dr. Alexander introduced H-F seniors Fatima Hernandez and Faye Wettstein who were recognized by 
the Board of Education for being named Commended Students in the National Merit Scholarship Program. Dr. 
Alexander noted Fatima and Faye are placed in the top 2% in the country. Both students are studying in the 
International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme. Fatima also takes Project Lead the Way Engineering classes and Faye 
also studies AP Art History and Ceramics/Sculpture. A picture of the students with the board was taken. 

Mr. Pauling extended his congratulations to Fatima and Faye, along with their families, on their exceptional 
achievement and added that “few make the stage that you did.” Mr. Pauling added that H-F is fortunate to have had 
students throughout the years at this level and he extended his congratulations to Faye and Fatima for continuing the 
tradition.  

Dr. Wakeley invited everyone to attend the Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) Night 
that H-F is hosting on Wednesday, October 19th at 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium. He spoke on the great turnout on 
College Night that took place last night with 1100 students and family members participating and noted that it was 
tremendous to see the numbers jump up after a dip from Covid. On October 24th at 9:00 a.m., H-F will be 
recognized as a National Unified Champion Banner School by Special Olympics. Dignitaries from the community, 
as well as, legislators have been invited to attend the award presentation. In addition, the annual Senior Citizen 
Breakfast will take place at 9:00 a.m. on October 27th in the Mall Auditorium. Dr. Wakeley extended his 
congratulations and wished best of luck to varsity tennis players Brooklyn Aldridge, Amina Kendrick and Eliya 
Hobson who are advancing to the IHSA State Girls’ Tennis Tournament this Friday. 

Dr. Alexander stated that he has concluded his residencies finishing up with Physical Education and 
Special Education and has seen teachers and students doing amazing things. He added that it has been great 
connecting with students and staff. He shared that the first quarter has been a great success. Dr. Alexander reported 
that an increase in school spirit, outstanding performance and a 62% decrease in student discipline incidents can be 
seen compared to this time last school year. Dr. Alexander added that the data is trending in the right direction. He 
added a school climate that embraces each student and creates a sense of belonging contributes to this success. 

Ms. Erdey shared that CBS2 featured H-F Alumna Michelle Chen, Class of “87, this evening. Ms. Chen is 
a Johns Hopkins University engineer who led the team to create technology for the NASA DART mission that 
successfully changed the trajectory of an asteroid by hitting it with a spacecraft. Michelle said this mission began in 
her H-F Calculus class where teacher Jack Wayne encouraged her to always investigate and wonder why something 
occurs. She provided some advice to H-F students to embrace what makes them different. Mr. Pauling commented 
that between Ms. Chen and Blue the Macaw, H-F has been on TV a lot recently. He remarked that it is wonderful 
and this is wonderful news. Dr. Wakeley added that H-F alumna Joy Woods, one of the leads in the musical, The 
Notebook, playing in Chicago, will be meeting with H-F students this Friday and he is hoping she will Walk the Path 
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Comments (con’t.) with Wakeley. Mr. Anderson asked if there is a change of getting Ms. Chen to speak to students. 
Ms. Erdey stated that Ms. Chen has stated that she would be happy to pop into classes via Zoom and science 
teachers are currently working to hopefully get this arranged. 

Ms. Berman stated that she spoke with college representatives last night during the College Night. She 
noted that they have many fairs to attend and ours is on the top of their list because of the behavior of our students 
and the dedication of our guidance department and staff for their work in making it a successful evening. Ms. 
Berman extended her appreciation to everyone who made the event possible. She shared that several college 
representatives remarked on the excellent quality of H-F’s facilities. Ms. Berman asked Dr. Wakeley to please 
extend to everyone involved in the College Fair the board’s sincere thanks and appreciation. 

Mr. Anderson also extended his gratitude do Brad Kain, Kevin Coy, Jim Schmidt and Jim Patterson for 
making the College Night event a success. He added it is a great experience and he expressed that he is happy it is 
also open to students from other districts. He also thanked CBS2 for airing the story to help bring Blue the Macaw 
back to school. Mr. Anderson also commented on the Special Olympics Unified Team that allows students to 
connect and wear the H-F uniform as they compete together. Mr. Anderson thanked the members of the 
Parent/Teacher Discipline Committee members for volunteering. He also promoted the Baseball Booster Club’s 
Viking Hot Stove event that will be held on January 28, 2023 that will feature H-F alumni and Sportscaster Laurence 
Holmes as the guest speaker. Mr. Anderson thanked Alumni Relations and Development Director Ann Cherry for 
connecting with Lawrence Holmes and everyone is very excited that he will be participating at the event. 

Mr. Pauling thanked his board colleagues for finding the time on a Friday morning to attend a Committee-
of-the-Whole meeting on October 7th. He noted that it was a packed agenda for the four-hour meeting. He thanked 
Ms. Cherry and the Alumni Association along with the H-F Foundation for an outstanding golf outing that was very 
well attended. Mr. Pauling also expressed his appreciation to the team who put on College Night last night. Mr. 
Pauling commented on the orchestra concert that was held on Sunday and said it was a wonderful performance and 
he enjoyed the buzz that was created about the outstanding concert on social media. He added that there are great 
things happening at H-F and there is a lot of great work being done and he extended his thanks to Dr. Wakeley and 
Dr. Alexander. 
 
Consent Agenda. Mr. Pauling stated that our adopted rules of Parliamentary Procedures, Robert’s Rules and Bylaws, 
provide for a consent agenda listing for approval of the Board by a single motion. Most of the items listed under the 
consent agenda have gone through board subcommittee review and recommendation. Documentation concerning 
these items has been provided to all board members and the public in advance to assure an extensive and thorough 
review. Items may be removed from the consent agenda at the request of any board member. Mr. Pauling asked if 
any board member requested any item on the consent agenda be removed from the consent agenda for further 
discussion. Ms. Berman moved, seconded by Mr. Anderson, that the Board of Education approve the Consent 
Agenda that included: 
 

4.1  Regular Board Meeting Minutes, September 20, 2022 
 4.2  Committee-of-the-Whole Meeting Minutes, October 7, 20221 
 4.3  2022-2023 Parent Teacher Discipline Committee Appointments 

4.4 Property/Equipment Disposal – Obsolete Copy Machines 
4.5 Approval of Expenditures, $1,981,680.68 

 4.6  Approval of Imprest Fund, $31,356.18 
 4.7  Ratification of Payroll, $2,742,632.31 
   
 4.8 Personnel Contracts 

4.8.1   2022-2023 (Revised) Kathleen Dreger, School Counselor, .4 FTE, 2nd MA+15/off schedule, 
$57,073.64 (grant funded) 
4.8.2   2022-2023 Extra Responsibility Contracts, Activities, $7,427.00 
4.8.3   2022-2023 Extra Responsibility Contracts, Athletics, $7,186.00 
4.8.4   2022-2023 Extra Responsibility Contracts, Auxiliary, $4,020.00 

 
Mr. Anderson asked if there are replacement copy machines for the obsolete machines listed on tonight’s agenda. 
Dr. Cook responded that those obsolete machines have already been replaced. Roll Call: Ayes - Mr. Anderson, Ms. 
Berman, Mrs. Hoereth, Mr. Legardy, Mr. Pauling. Nays – None. Motion carried. 
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Old Business:  
 
Culinary and Fashion Design. Dr. Wakeley stated that the bids regarding the Culinary and Fashion Design have been 
collected and discussions have taken place regarding the current bidding climate along with the financial climate 
that currently exists in the country. Dr. Wakeley introduced Mr. Ed Wright from DLA Architects who shared an 
update with the board regarding the recent bids for the district’s Culinary and Fashion Design renovation project. 
Mr. Wright shared that across the country, the bidding cycle has been 30 – 50% higher in costs for construction 
projects due to a number of economic factors that include: over saturation in the market, labor shortages and supply 
chain delays forcing prices to spike. He noted that unfortunately, this project is not immune to this trend with the 
bids coming back at $525 per square foot when historically they would be around $300 - $350. Mr. Wright 
explained three possibilities for the board’s consideration: 1) moving forward at the increased cost, 2) repackage the 
project with amendments to the scope to reduce cost, or 3) pause and rebid this project packaging it with the planned 
Science Building project to make it more attractive to bidders in the spring when he is anticipating that the bidding 
climate may have reset. Mr. Wright’s voiced his recommendation to pause the project and rebid in the spring with 
the Science Building project. He added that they will continue to watch the existing market very carefully. Dr. 
Wakeley stated that he agrees with Mr. Wright’s recommendation to wait until they find the best bidding climate 
while providing the learning environment that supports the proposed academic program. He has spoken with the 
CTE Department Chair and the CTE Teachers about pausing the project and they understood and were appreciative 
that the project is still planned to move forward. Dr. Wakeley added that even though they could move forward with 
the project, it is fiscally responsible to wait. The board, administration and the architects were all in agreement that 
altering the scope of the project would not be in the best interest of the academic programming that is planned to 
support the culinary and fashion career pathways. Dr. Hester added that H-F will continue to move forward with the 
curricular planning to advance these programs and will continue to prepare teachers with the certifications needed 
for the planned restaurant management certification and dual credit so when the space is available, those programs 
can be implemented for the students. It was expressed that the board remains committed to the Culinary and Fashion 
Design project and the educational opportunities it will afford students. Mr. Pauling stated that this pause will be 
temporary with an anticipated rebid in the spring and they will expect to have further discussion about this as they 
move to spring. He extended his appreciation to Mr. Wright, Dr. Wakeley and Dr. Cook for their recommendation of 
waiting on this project and thanked Dr. Cook and Dr. Wakeley on how they guard and steward over the district’s 
finances.   
 
New Business: None 
 
Adjournment.  Mr. Legardy moved, seconded by Mrs. Hoereth, that the Board of Education be adjourned at 8:16 
p.m. Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
___________________________ _____________________________ 
              President         Vice-President/Secretary 
 


